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JUDAH IS EXILED 
A note from the Rector: 

This week we’re looking at the people of Judah as they lived as exiles in Babylon. Now 

one reason why this is relevant to us is because the apostle Peter chooses to describe his 

Christian readers as being foreigners and exiles. For we are foreigners and exiles in the sense 

that, in Christ, we have left our earthly citizenship behind to become citizens of heaven. But 

we’re not in heaven yet. And so, until we arrive in heaven, we are foreigners and exiles in the 

sense that some of our freedoms on earth are limited, making us, in some ways, captives. 

For, on earth, we are not free from things like grief or suffering or death. And, on earth, we’re 

not free from the temptation to sin. And, finally, on earth, we’re not free to fully live and 

express ourselves as God’s children without being criticised, ridiculed, or even, in some cases, 

prevented from doing or saying what we believe to be right and true. And so, today we learn 

that, as exiles, we should seek the prosperity of the earth in which we now live. And the 

greatest prosperity we can bring to the citizens of earth is to witness to them about Jesus, 

through what we do and through what we say. For our hope is that those to whom we 

witness may, like us, choose to renounce their earthly citizenship to become part of our 

heavenly family.  
 

 
 

 

There is a Working Bee this week at St. Paul’s on Tuesday at 9am. 

Amongst other things we will be trimming some camphor laurels that are 

damaging the neighbour’s fence.     

 

 

This week’s Zoom links: 
Sunday Morning Church via Zoom 9.00am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89163303726   (Meeting ID: 891 6330 3726  or dial 8015 6011) 

 

Tuesday’s Prayer meeting 9.00am https://us02web.zoom.us/j/787794144 ID: 787 794 144 

August 23rd 

  2020 



If you listen to the recording of the service, which will be available at noon on Sunday, then 

please begin by listening to this song, as we remind each other that we are citizens of heaven, 

waiting for our King to come to us to take us home: 

We belong to the day  https://youtu.be/p69Mv56nO7M 

Then click on this link to hear this week’s message:  https://kincumberanglican.com/sermons/ 

Lamentations 1.1-6 (NIV) 

1 How deserted lies the city, once so full of people! 

How like a widow is she, who once was great among the nations! 

She who was queen among the provinces has now become a slave. 

2 Bitterly she weeps at night, tears are on her cheeks. 

Among all her lovers there is no one to comfort her. 

All her friends have betrayed her; they have become her enemies. 

3 After affliction and harsh labor, Judah has gone into exile. 

She dwells among the nations; she finds no resting place. 

All who pursue her have overtaken her in the midst of her distress. 

4 The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to her appointed festivals. 

All her gateways are desolate, her priests groan, 

her young women grieve, and she is in bitter anguish. 

5 Her foes have become her masters; her enemies are at ease. 

The LORD has brought her grief because of her many sins. 

Her children have gone into exile, captive before the foe. 

6 All the splendor has departed from Daughter Zion. 

Her princes are like deer that find no pasture; 

in weakness they have fled before the pursuer. 

Psalm 137 (NIV) 
1 By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. 
2 There on the poplars we hung our harps, 
3 for there our captors asked us for songs, our tormentors demanded songs of joy; 

    they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 

4 How can we sing the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land? 
5 If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its skill. 
6 May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, 

if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy. 

7 Remember, LORD, what the Edomites did on the day Jerusalem fell. 

“Tear it down,” they cried, “tear it down to its foundations!” 
8 Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction,  

    happy is the one who repays you according to what you have done to us. 
9 Happy is the one who seizes your infants and dashes them against the rocks. 



Lamentations 3.19-33 (NIV) 

19 I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. 
20 I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me. 
21 Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 

22 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
24 I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.” 

25 The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; 
26 it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. 
27 It is good for a man to bear the yoke while he is young. 

28 Let him sit alone in silence, for the LORD has laid it on him. 
29 Let him bury his face in the dust—there may yet be hope. 
30 Let him offer his cheek to one who would strike him, and let him be filled with disgrace. 

31 For no one is cast off by the Lord forever. 
32 Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing love. 
33 For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to anyone. 

 

Some questions to ponder:  

1. Have you gained any new insights about your life as a disciple of Jesus, or about God’s 

plans for your salvation, from studying Judah’s time in exile? If so, what are they?  

 

 

2. If heaven is our true home, then what are you most looking forward to seeing or doing 

or experiencing in heaven? 

 

 

3. If earth is not our true home, then in what ways can you seek the prosperity of the 

people that you live amongst and have contact with this week?    

 

 

4. Re-write Psalm 137 to reflect what God may want you to be thinking as you live your 

life on this earth, in Babylon, waiting for Jesus to come and take you home. 

 

 

 

 

As we live as exile on this earth, and seek the prosperity of our world, let us pray, through this 

next song, that God’s will may be done, in and through us:    
    

  Hear our Prayer https://youtu.be/a18n2QcwwXI  



PARISH PRAYER POINTS 
• Pray for those in need:  Lisa Landale, Ian Fraser, Remi Carnaby, Helen Payne, Lettie Brown, 

Renee Effield (Garrick), Jill Jones, Pat Fox and Clarice Grose. 

• Pray for God’s continuing protection over our SRE teachers as they choose to expose 

themselves to greater risk in order to teach our children the Good News of Jesus.  

• As we live away from our eternal home, in a type of exile, let us pray that we may be a 

faithful witness to Jesus as we seek the prosperity of this world. 

• Many of the farmers in our state have not successfully harvested a crop in several years 

due to the drought. Their situation is desperate but thankfully, this year, God has provided 

the conditions for a crop to grow. Pray that God may continue to grant the right weather 

conditions and prevent lightening strikes and pests, so that a good crop may be harvested.  

• Pray for the Morrison family, and for state leaders, as they seek to faithfully serve our 

nation during these troubled times. 

• Pray for revival – that, in His grace, God may pour out His Spirit on the people of our nation 

and our world through this pandemic. Pray that the Holy Spirit may empower God’s people 

throughout the world, including us, to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation so that, in 

living under God’s rule, others may be drawn to join us in worshipping our God. 
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2020 SAMARITANS PURSE BOXES. Boxes are now available to fill & return 

for collection in October. Boxes can be collected from & returned to  

Lil Bennetts. Please contact Lil on  43 691696 or 0408 239 414 to arrange.  

A few boxes will be available at the 9am Kincumber church  service.  

 



MISSIONARY PRAYER POINTS 

 

Our link missionaries: Brownings, Buchanans, Dousts, and Kyngdons  

 

From Andrew Browning’s ‘Prayer Points from Australia no. 11’ 

Clinics and wards at hospitals [Ethiopia and Tanzania] remain busy. Many other hospitals 

have seen a great decline in patients. There are many reports of increased numbers of 

mothers dying at home in labour as transport is difficult, or more expensive or they are afraid 

to catch Covid. There is a 2 to 3 times increase in the number of babies dying soon after birth. 

There is much hunger and malnutrition because of lockdowns and Val [Browning] has started 

emergency food and supplement distribution in Afar, Ethiopia, to save lives of pregnant 

women. 

 

Pray for  

Ethiopia 

 Hospitals and staff. Because of fear of catching Covid-19 patients stay away running a 

far higher risk of dying in labour trying to deliver at home than the risk of dying from 

Covid-19. 

Tanzania 

 Numbers of deliveries each month keep going up at Kivulini hospital. 

 Donations – the major donor from the USA will stop their grant period in October so 

there is an urgent need for a replacement! 

 Give thanks for Dr Mbise, a Tanzania doctor soon to finish his specialist training and join 

the staff part time. 

Australia 

 Pray for Andrew still seeking a way to be able to operate on four fistula patients in 

Australia. Pray that God will make a way for these ladies to be healed. 

 Praise God that Andrew has had a few speaking engagements. Tanzania has opened its 

borders and lifted restrictions and lockdowns so patients can be treated there.  Andrew 

may wait until Uganda or Ethiopia is open again and then apply to the Australian 

government for permission to travel. 

 

Giving to Missionaries: Many missionaries and missionary organisations are struggling 

financially. You can still give to the work of CMS and BCA through our Parish by making 

an electronic deposit into our account and marking it either ‘CMS’ or ‘BCA’. All other 

missionary donations should be deposited into that missionary’s preferred bank account.  

Giving to the work of the Parish 

Thanks to everyone who has continued to contribute financially for the work of the 

Parish at this time. If you would like assistance in giving electronically then please contact 

your bank or Allan. To give online use the following account:   

Kincumber Anglican Parish, BSB: 705077 (Indue), Acct No: 00040910 


