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Timothy, my dear child, warn those who would distort 
the truth through their words or their actions - Paul 

A note from the Rector:  
The Diocese of Gippsland has recently moved away from the Anglican Church of Australia’s 
(ACA) National Code of Conduct – Faithfulness in Service at its most recent synod. In seeking to 
redefine what it means for members of the clergy or church workers to take: responsibility for 
their sexual conduct by maintaining chastity in singleness and faithfulness in marriage they have 
added these words: a member of the clergy or church worker who is in a committed and 
monogamous relationship with another person is not to be regarded as being in breach… only 
because that relationship does not have the status of a marriage solemnised according to an 
Anglican marriage rite. So what’s the issue? The issue is about whether or not persons in a same 
sex relationship can undertake ministry in their Diocese when the ACA does not provide for 
them to be married within the ACA.  

With this recent progression in Gippsland I thought it would be good to briefly share with you 
the results of the Parish AGM survey on our members’ views on same-sex blessings. I recognise 
that these results may be troubling to some of our members.  

The results of the survey were that 2% of you believed that the decisions made by our Diocese 
and the Appellate Tribunal (AT) did not go far enough in making provisions for same-sex 
couples (As is illustrated in the decision made by the synod of Gippsland). 2% agreed with the 
decisions made by the Diocese and the AT. A further 4% were trying to sort out in their own 
minds what the Bible says about same-sex relationships with what our culture is saying. The 
remaining 92% stated that they did not agree that the decisions made by our Diocese and the 
AT were consistent with the teaching of the Bible. I will write more on this in the weeks to come 
and on how these results may affect us as we look towards the future as a Parish.   

    

This week’s Zoom links: 
Sunday Morning Church via Zoom 9.00am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89163303726?pwd=MjRxbW5HNWU2OVlEYWlrVzZ5TW9DQT09 
 (Meeting ID: 891 6330 3726,  Passcode: 687242, or dial 8015 6011) 

 

The recording of the service will be available on our website at noon on Sunday. 
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Matthew 7:24-29 (NIV) 
Jesus said, 24 “Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice 
is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 
teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.  

 

2 Timothy 2:11-26 (NIV) 
11 Here is a trustworthy saying: 

If we died with him, 
    we will also live with him; 
12 if we endure, 
    we will also reign with him. 
If we disown him, 
    he will also disown us; 
13 if we are faithless, 
    he remains faithful, 
    for he cannot disown himself. 
14 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling 
about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who 
correctly handles the word of truth. 16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it 
will become more and more ungodly. 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them 
are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have departed from the truth. They say that the 
resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless, 
God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: “The Lord knows those who 
are his,” and, “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from 
wickedness.” 
20 In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; 
some are for special purposes and some for common use. 21 Those who cleanse themselves 
from the latter will be instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and 
prepared to do any good work. 
22 Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with 
those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 Don’t have anything to do with foolish and 
stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must 
not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Opponents 
must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a 
knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of 
the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 



PARISH PRAYER POINTS 
• Pray for those in need:  Ian Fraser, Remi Carnaby, Renee Effield (Garrick), Nathan (Skehan), 

Ruth Rich, Robyn Walters, Mavis Vyner, Michael Sanderson and Clarice Grose. 
• Pray for our Bishops - Peter, Charlie and Sonia, that they may each find time to feast on the 

words of God. Pray for their leadership that they may correctly handle the word of truth 
and lead our Diocese into all truth. 

• Continue to pray for Luke, Beverley and Charlie.    
• Pray for those in the Gippsland who have experienced flooding. Pray for the Bishop of 

Gippsland, Richard Treloar. 
• Pray for wisdom for the Federal Government and the State Governments, as they continue 

to roll out the vaccine. Pray for wisdom for our citizens, many of whom are reluctant to 
receive the jab.  

• Pray that we may heed the warning of Paul to Timothy to not distort the word of truth. Pray 
that we may meditate and live according to the word of truth and gently correct those who 
have left the truth behind. Pray for God’s protection for those of us who come into contact 
with false teachers, that He may protect us from ruin and destruction. Finally, let us give 
thanks to Jesus for His promise to return to bring about the fullness of our resurrection.  

• Pray for revival – that, in His grace, God may pour out His Spirit on the people of our nation 
and our world through this pandemic. Pray that the Holy Spirit may empower God’s people 
throughout the world, including us, so that others may be drawn to join us in worshipping 
our God. 
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Here is a picture of the 
redevelopment of St. Andrew’s Hall 

which Allan had the privilege of 
seeing and touring when he was in 

Melbourne earlier this month. 
 

MISSIONARY PRAYER POINTS 
 

Our link missionaries: Brownings, Buchanans, David & Jenny, and Kyngdons  
 
Church Misssionary Society Australia 
Give thanks that Missionaries Conference (24-27 June) can be held in person this year. Pray 
for Peter Sholl who will be speaking and ask that it will be an encouraging and helpful time 
for all, especially those missionaries finishing their time with CMS. Pray also for the new 
missionaries who have recently finished their studies at St Andrew’s Hall, that the conference 
will be instructive and worthwhile. 
 
Andrew and Abi and Timothy 
Keep praying for Andrew, Abi and Timothy as they have many things to organise in 
preparation for returning to Indonesia. The main unknown at this stage is vaccination for Abi. 
They are planning for a late July departure, trusting that God will direct their steps.  

Mission around the world  
Almighty God, you hold the world in the palm of your hand. Raise up faithful servants 
from every nation to take your word abroad. Forgive us for behaving as though the 
gospel belongs only to this nation and enable us to work in partnership with believers 
from every country. We praise you for the growth in missionary work in places like 
Africa and South-East Asia and we ask that you would sustain all who go out in your 
name. Through your Spirit, may wealthy Christians help their impoverished brothers 
and sisters by equipping them for your work. We pray for the sake of Jesus, at whose 
name every knee will bow. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

There is a Working Bee next week at St. Paul’s 
on Tuesday June 29th at 9am to spruce up the 

garden to make it beautiful. If you want to know 
more contact Bruce Fraser or John Heuston.  

Giving to the work of the Parish 
Thanks to everyone who has continued to contribute financially to the work of the Parish 
at this time. To give online use the following account:   

Kincumber Anglican Parish, BSB: 705077 (Indue), Acct No: 00040910 


