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Jonah: the first sequel - Israel fails to learn from Nineveh 
A note from the Rector:  

 

Please note that the current restrictions continue to prevent us from meeting in person. 
Please join us via ZOOM. 

With much of the state, including the ACT, now in lockdown it seems like it might be several 
months before we get to meet again face-to-face. As well as this we’re probably all experiencing 
the grief of not being able to see family and friends. And then there are the holiday plans and 
travel plans that, once again, either need to be cancelled or delayed.  

I must say that I have found the suggestion by the Premier, that the current lockdown may 
continue into November, quite disturbing. For this will affect my holiday plans and my plans to 
see my sister on her 60th birthday and my plans to see my aging parents and may even affect 
our plans to be with Mellita’s dad when he turns 80. Also, I’m anxious about any funerals I may 
need to conduct, and how members of our Parish are surviving, and who I should visit.  

This is, without doubt, a tough time for all of us as we wait for vaccinations to reach the target 
that our state government has set in order to consider reducing restrictions. One thing’s for 
sure, as we come out of this lockdown we will be entering into new territory and great tension 
as it appears that dividing lines will be drawn between the vaccinated and the unvaccinated.   

During this difficult time, let us again consider how we can support one another. I must say 
that I do appreciate being able to meet on Zoom on a Sunday, and then on Zoom for our Parish 
prayer meeting and for my ‘home’ Bible study. So let me encourage you to join us on a Tuesday 
for our prayer meeting - for have you got anything better to do? And let me encourage you to 
join with the members of your Bible study on Zoom. And, if you’re not in a Bible study but 
would like to be, then let me know and I’ll see what I can do. 

 

This week’s Zoom links: 
Sunday Morning Church via Zoom 9.00am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89163303726?pwd=MjRxbW5HNWU2OVlEYWlrVzZ5TW9DQT09 
 (Meeting ID: 891 6330 3726,  Passcode: 687242, or dial 8015 6011) 

 

The recording of the service will be available on our website at noon on Sunday. 
 

 
Tuesday’s Prayer meeting 9.00am https://us02web.zoom.us/j/787794144 

(Meeting ID: 787 794 144  Passcode: 813312) 
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2 Kings 17:1-18 (NIV) 
17 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea son of Elah became king of Israel in Samaria, 
and he reigned nine years. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, but not like the kings of Israel who 
preceded him. 
3 Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up to attack Hoshea, who had been Shalmaneser’s vassal and 
had paid him tribute. 4 But the king of Assyria discovered that Hoshea was a traitor, for he had 
sent envoys to So king of Egypt, and he no longer paid tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had 
done year by year. Therefore Shalmaneser seized him and put him in prison. 5 The king of Assyria 
invaded the entire land, marched against Samaria and laid siege to it for three years. 6 In the ninth 
year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and deported the Israelites to Assyria. He 
settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River and in the towns of the Medes. 
7 All this took place because the Israelites had sinned against the LORD their God, who had 
brought them up out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They worshiped 
other gods 8 and followed the practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before them, as 
well as the practices that the kings of Israel had introduced. 9 The Israelites secretly did things 
against the LORD their God that were not right. From watchtower to fortified city they built 
themselves high places in all their towns. 10 They set up sacred stones and Asherah poles on every 
high hill and under every spreading tree. 11 At every high place they burned incense, as the 
nations whom the LORD had driven out before them had done. They did wicked things that 
aroused the LORD’s anger. 12 They worshiped idols, though the LORD had said, “You shall not do 
this.” 13 The LORD warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets and seers: “Turn from your evil 
ways. Observe my commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire Law that I commanded 
your ancestors to obey and that I delivered to you through my servants the prophets.” 
14 But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their ancestors, who did not trust in 
the LORD their God. 15 They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made with their 
ancestors and the statutes he had warned them to keep. They followed worthless idols and 
themselves became worthless. They imitated the nations around them although the LORD had 
ordered them, “Do not do as they do.” 
16 They forsook all the commands of the LORD their God and made for themselves two idols cast in 
the shape of calves, and an Asherah pole. They bowed down to all the starry hosts, and they 
worshiped Baal. 17 They sacrificed their sons and daughters in the fire. They practiced divination 
and sought omens and sold themselves to do evil in the eyes of the LORD, arousing his anger. 
18 So the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them from his presence. Only the tribe of 
Judah was left. 

 
Matthew 12:38-41 (NIV) 
38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a 
sign from you.” 
39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it 
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 
of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; 
for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah is here. 
 



MISSIONARY PRAYER POINTS 
 

Our link missionaries: Brownings, Buchanans, David & Jenny, and Kyngdons  
 
Andrew Browning and the Barbara May Foundation 
You may have read or heard of Andrew Browning’s Book, A Doctor in Africa. Here is a quote 
from part of a review by Judy Adamson: 
 

‘In A Doctor in Africa Browning shares the background of his early life, faith, study 
and experiences as a medical student before his fateful meeting with Catherine 
Hamlin in 1996. In her Addis Ababa hospital, he saw with joy the transformative 
effect of the often-simple surgery to repair obstetric fistula, and when Hamlin 
invited him back to work with her, God’s answer was clear. 

The continent is brought to vivid, colourful, chaotic life within the book’s pages, 
as he works in a range of locations across Ethiopia and beyond, seeking always 
to refine and improve surgery available for fistula damage. We are also given a 
privileged window into different cultures, as well as witness practical, trusting 
faith in the great God who loves to give good gifts to his children. 

And the stories! Working with his Aunt Val among the Afar people in the 50C-
plus heat, where every kid over the age of 10 has their own sword. The 
suspicious witch doctor whose own successful fistula operation causes her to  
send all the other women of her village to Browning’s hospital. The funding 
provided, after prayer, just when it’s needed. 

Over time, Browning’s passion for supporting women begins to focus as much 
on prevention as cure. This leads to the creation of the Barbara May 
Foundation, which raises funds to help build, equip and run maternity hospitals. 
In areas of great need.’ 

 
Continue to pray for the Barbara May Foundation and for Andrew Browning’s work. To 
find out more about the Barbara May Foundation go to: barbaramayfoundation.com 

 

 
 
 
 

Giving to the work of the Parish 
Thanks to everyone who has continued to contribute financially to the work of the Parish 
at this time. To give online use the following account:   

Kincumber Anglican Parish, BSB: 705077 (Indue), Acct No: 00040910 



PARISH PRAYER POINTS 
 

• Pray for those in need:  Remi Carnaby, Nathan (Skehan), Robyn Small, Mavis Vyner, Maggie 
(Dibley), Vera and Doris, Michael Sanderson and Clarice Grose. 

• Pray for our Bishops - Peter, Charlie and Sonia, particularly as they join us in lockdown. 
Pray for their leadership: that they may correctly handle and preach the word of truth so 
that they may lead our Diocese into all truth. Pray for the clergy of the Diocese as they 
meet on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, this coming week, via Zoom.  

• Pray for wisdom for the leaders of the Anglican Church of Australia, Gafcon Australia and 
our Diocese as they respond to the crisis within the Australian Anglican Church.  

• Pray for our State and Federal leaders, for wisdom and good decision making, as they try 
to manage the current outbreak. Pray for our frontline workers and pray, as the lockdown 
continues, that we may be good citizens and that we may be patient and prayerful.  

• Pray for those businesses and workers in our area who are suffering, more and more, as a 
result of the extended lockdown and who can see little or no hope for their future.  

• Pray for the people of our community, that they, like Nineveh, might turn to our LORD 
from their wicked and sinful ways. Pray that we may each share our LORD’s concern for the 
people of our community and that we may look for opportunities to witness to them about 
our great LORD before the great and terrible Day of the LORD.  

• Pray that we may learn from Nineveh that, when we sin, we may repent of our sins. Pray 
that we may also learn from Israel, so that our guilt does not remain.  

• Pray for revival – that, in His grace, God may pour out His Spirit on the people of our nation 
and our world through this pandemic. Pray that the Holy Spirit may empower God’s people 
throughout the world, including us, so that others may be drawn to join us in worshipping 
our God. 
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