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Jonah: the second sequel - The end of Nineveh 
A note from the Rector:  
This week much of our focus and emotional energy, at least for me, has been taken up with the 
devastating scenes in Afghanistan with the taking of Kabul by the Taliban. Whilst many of us 
may have been caught by surprise by this sudden victory, it seems that our politicians and 
others in the know were not.  

One of these people is a friend of mine who served on the ground in the Australian military. 
This week he posted of the great sadness of what has happened, questioning the sacrifices that 
he and many others made in Afghanistan. Though he also said that the outcome was what he, 
and his fellow soldiers, expected.  

Having worked amongst tribal people I then asked my friend if this downfall had anything to 
do with Afghanistan’s tribalism. His response was, ‘Tribalism and warlords (played a part in this) 
for sure. But we were undone by an ideology we weren’t prepared to understand or engage with. Just 
offering western democracy on a plate to a culture like Afghanistan was never going to work. It takes 
generations of education – and the one thing no-one is prepared to admit, even though it tilled the 
soil of the western heart to give rise to democratic government… is the gospel. The Afghan National 
Army was always going to fold. They are Muslims who believe more in the Muslim strong man of the 
Taliban than they do in the culture of the West.’  

The simple truth is that there is no democratic country that does not have a history of 
Christianity. For it is only in a culture that has once looked to the sacrifice of Jesus for their 
salvation, and then been called to love their neighbours and even their enemies, that there can 
be any hope of enjoying the freedoms and rights that we experience here in Australia. And so 
let us give thanks that, in His grace and mercy, our LORD enabled the Gospel to come to our 
country. And let us give thanks for the freedoms and rights that we have in Australia. And let 
us stand behind and pray for those whom we have had the privilege to elect to government. 
Finally, whilst many Australians sadly do not know the Saviour that gave rise to their freedoms, 
let us give thanks that The Strong Man, in whom we believe and have put our trust, has 
overcome the one that once held us captive to fear and death (Matthew 12:29).   

This week’s Zoom links: 
Sunday Morning Church via Zoom 9.00am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89163303726?pwd=MjRxbW5HNWU2OVlEYWlrVzZ5TW9DQT09  (Meeting ID: 891 
6330 3726,  Passcode: 687242, or dial 8015 6011) 

 

The recording of the service will be available on our website at noon on Sunday. 
 

Tuesday’s Prayer meeting 9.00am https://us02web.zoom.us/j/787794144 
(Meeting ID: 787 794 144  Passcode: 813312) 
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Nahum 1:1-15, 3:18-19 (NIV) 
1 A prophecy concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 
2 The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. 
The LORD takes vengeance on his foes and vents his wrath against his enemies. 
3 The LORD is slow to anger but great in power; the LORD will not leave the guilty unpunished. 
His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, and clouds are the dust of his feet. 
4 He rebukes the sea and dries it up; he makes all the rivers run dry. 
Bashan and Carmel wither and the blossoms of Lebanon fade. 
5 The mountains quake before him and the hills melt away. 
The earth trembles at his presence, the world and all who live in it. 
6 Who can withstand his indignation? Who can endure his fierce anger? 
His wrath is poured out like fire; the rocks are shattered before him. 
7 The LORD is good,  a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him, 
8 

    but with an overwhelming flood he will make an end of Nineveh; 
    he will pursue his foes into the realm of darkness. 
9 Whatever they plot against the LORD  he will bring to an end; 
    trouble will not come a second time. 
10 They will be entangled among thorns and drunk from their wine; 
    they will be consumed like dry stubble. 
11 From you, Nineveh, has one come forth  who plots evil against the LORD 
    and devises wicked plans. 
12 This is what the LORD says: 

“Although they have allies and are numerous, they will be destroyed and pass away. 
Although I have afflicted you, Judah,  I will afflict you no more. 
13 Now I will break their yoke from your neck  and tear your shackles away.” 

14 The LORD has given a command concerning you, Nineveh: 
     “You will have no descendants to bear your name. 

I will destroy the images and idols  that are in the temple of your gods. 
I will prepare your grave, for you are vile.” 

15 Look, there on the mountains,  the feet of one who brings good news, who proclaims peace! 
Celebrate your festivals, Judah, and fulfill your vows. 
No more will the wicked invade you; they will be completely destroyed. 
 

3:18 King of Assyria, your shepherds slumber; your nobles lie down to rest. 
Your people are scattered on the mountains with no one to gather them. 
19 Nothing can heal you; your wound is fatal. 
All who hear the news about you clap their hands at your fall, 
for who has not felt your endless cruelty? 
 

 

 

 

 



Zephaniah 2:13-15 (NIV) 
13 The LORD will stretch out his hand against the north and destroy Assyria, 
leaving Nineveh utterly desolate  and dry as the desert. 
14 Flocks and herds will lie down there, creatures of every kind. 
The desert owl and the screech owl will roost on her columns. 
Their hooting will echo through the windows, 
    rubble will fill the doorways, the beams of cedar will be exposed. 
15 This is the city of revelry that lived in safety. 
She said to herself, 
     “I am the one! And there is none besides me.” 
What a ruin she has become, a lair for wild beasts! 
All who pass by her scoff and shake their fists. 

 
Matthew 12:38-41 (NIV) 
38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a 
sign from you.” 
39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it 
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 
of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; 
for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah is here. 
 

Some questions to ponder:  

1. This week we discussed what our LORD said of Himself in Nahum 1:2, that He is a 
jealous God. What were the two ways through which we saw our LORD’s jealousy? 
 

a.  
 

b.  
 

2. What can you do ensure that your affections, for something other than your LORD, do 
not compete with your affection for Him?” 
 

3. In looking at Nineveh, what nahum do you receive from knowing that your LORD is 
jealous for you, because you belong to Him, and that He will avenge those who would 
dare to mess with you?  
 
What do you want to happen to your Nineveh’s? I.e. Do you delight knowing that your 
LORD will avenge those who make life hard for you? Or does His impending wrath  
give you reason to look to Jesus, and to His love for you when you were His enemy, to 
consider how you might introduce your Nineveh’s to your LORD - so that your Nineveh’s 
may receive nahum, like you received nahum from the LORD, through Jesus? 



MISSIONARY PRAYER POINTS 
 

Our link missionaries: Brownings, Buchanans, David & Jenny, and Kyngdons  
 
Afghanistan – Call to Prayer from Open Doors Australia 
The withdrawal of US and NATO forces in Afghanistan has led to a successful advance of the 
Taliban. The Taliban has seized the capital of Afghanistan, leading to a mass exodus of 
Afghani’s attempting to flee to neighbouring countries in search of safety from violent Islamic 
extremism. The president, Ashraf Ghani, has fled to the country and is seeking asylum in Iran 
for fear of the Taliban. All Christians in Afghanistan live in secret, and the only church exists 
underground. 
 

Please pray: 

• For underground church members who have been living in anonymity. They have 
already received threatening letters from the Taliban indicating that the radical militia 
know who they are and what they are doing. Pray for protection over these leaders and 
their families. Pray that they would have boldness to proclaim the gospel, even unto 
death. 

• For women in the country – many will lose their rights to education and freedom 
under Taliban rule. Many will be forced to marry Taliban members and face violence 
and oppression. Pray that God would comfort and rescue vulnerable women. 

• For Taliban members that they would have Saul/Paul Damascus Road-like encounters 
with Jesus Christ and would become passionate and zealous members of the 
underground church. 

• For families who have fled to seek safety elsewhere. Pray that refugee camps would 
be safe places of healing and community where people encounter Jesus. Pray they find 
safe places to live. 

• For protection against the spread of Covid-19 – especially the Delta variant. 
• For world leaders and the leader of Afghanistan, Ashraf Ghani – that God would work 

through them to institute miraculous peace and stability in the nation. 
• For our leaders, for wisdom for them and for us, in how to respond to those fleeing to 

Australia.  

 

 
 
 

Giving to the work of the Parish 
Thanks to everyone who has continued to contribute financially to the work of the Parish 
at this time. To give online use the following account:   

Kincumber Anglican Parish, BSB: 705077 (Indue), Acct No: 00040910 



PARISH PRAYER POINTS 
 

• Pray for those in need:  Remi Carnaby, Nathan (Skehan), Robyn Small, Mavis Vyner, Maggie 
(Dibley), Vera and Doris, Michael Sanderson and Clarice Grose. 

• Pray for our Bishops - Peter, Charlie and Sonia, particularly as they join us in lockdown. 
Pray for their leadership: that they may correctly handle and preach the word of truth so 
that they may lead our Diocese into all truth.  

• Pray for wisdom for the leaders of the Anglican Church of Australia, Gafcon Australia and 
our Diocese as they respond to the crisis within the Australian Anglican Church.  

• Pray for our State and Federal leaders, for wisdom and good decision making, as they try 
to manage the current outbreak. Pray for our frontline workers and pray, as the lockdown 
continues, that we may be good citizens and that we may be patient and prayerful.  

• Pray for those businesses and workers in our area who are suffering, more and more, as a 
result of the extended lockdown and who can see little or no hope for their future.  

• Pray for those Nineveh’s (countries and peoples) of the world whose eternal destruction is 
imminent. Pray for your local Nineveh’s, that they may receive nahum from your LORD 
through being drawn to His Son.  

• Pray that we may learn from Nineveh and Israel, that, when we sin, we may repent of our 
sins so that our guilt does not remain, because of the amazing love shown to us through 
Jesus’ once and for all sacrifice upon the cross for our sin.  

• Pray for revival – that, in His grace, God may pour out His Spirit on the people of our nation 
and our world through this pandemic. Pray that the Holy Spirit may empower God’s people 
throughout the world, including us, so that others may be drawn to join us in worshipping 
our God. 
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